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GROLIER GETS A REVISE

A close look at reference mainstay Grolier Online, newly updated

Ladies and gentlemen, encyclopedias have left the building. Slowly but surely, these print standbys are disappearing from shelves. And yet, they’re now more vital than ever. In a world of information overload, schools need a beacon of trustworthy knowledge. Which brings us to Grolier. This tried-and-true stalwart of the student research game has gone through its share of makeovers—remember CD-ROMS? Now under the banner of Scholastic, Grolier has been recently updated. The look is fresh, but in a crowded e-encyclopedia field, how does it stack up?

GROLIER ONLINE

http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/grolier

Grade Level: Grolier online is for grades three and up.

Cost: Pricing is based upon student enrollment and which combination of the eight available databases a school subscribes to. Call (800) 387-1437 for pricing.
Overview: With access to 120,000 articles, 340,000 vetted Web links, and 1,100 world newspapers, Grolier Online is an encyclopedia to be reckoned with. The option of subscribing to eight individual encyclopedias allows schools to pick and choose the resources that fit their needs. Among the choices are three general reference, two science-specific, two social studies-focused, and a Spanish-language encyclopedia, each targeted for a different audience. For this review, I tested a version with all eight encyclopedia options included.

Look and Feel: The interface is pleasingly clean. The main page serves two major functions—users can visit individual encyclopedias to which they are subscribed or search them all. 

The home page is similar for all of the age groups. Navigating from elementary to middle school to high school, very little changes. The interface definitely skews more toward middle and high school in the looks department. A more customized page with just the options relevant to that particular level would be an improvement. 

Like others of its ilk, a video appears front and center upon first log in. It’s an inviting way to introduce students to the encyclopedia and makes clear that it isn’t just page after page of plain ol’ text – there’s some multimedia to be consumed. The videos are lower quality by current online standards, but the beauty is, they fire up immediately. 

I’m all for a prominent search box (this is, after all, what the majority of kids will use when they access the site), but Grolier rides the line between prominent and protrusive. The banner and top navigation (including the search bar and tabs) take up quite a bit of space. Kids certainly won’t miss where to search, but the result is a bit more scrolling. 

Grolier has a set of links to their various encyclopedia “sets” running down the left side of the screen. It’s a nice array for middle and high school students, but the elementary offerings are sadly limited. In a search for “lion” only one of the first 10 results was at a reading level below fifth grade. 

The right side of the page features a current events section called Our World: a nice resource for teachers to access stories on current social studies topics, such as population growth and the rising value of gold. The middle school page looks similar, but also links to world newspapers, debate topics, and “This Day in History” trivia. Below the search bar is a scrolling daily news feed. Click the News Desk button for a pop-up screen with a world map for users to explore news in depth. Clicking on the map brings up major headlines for that area of the world. Links to newspapers, debate topics, and featured stories are also located here. 

The high school home page contains the same elements as middle school, arranged in a different way. Slightly disappointing.

How It Works: From the main page, students will most often conduct a search or select a specific encyclopedia from the menu. Each resource’s home page is unique and audience specific. The main search box remains at the top of the screen at all times—a helpful bit of continuity. 

The search feature is solid—flexible and fast. When I entered “Civil War,” a number of relevant encyclopedia articles appeared. Although encyclopedia search is the default, tabs along the top of the results page allow users to access related news stories, fast facts, magazine articles, websites, media, or Spanish language results. Grolier successfully pulls a number of resources together in one place to serve students on fact-finding missions.
I was impressed with the amount and quality of related websites. Students have a number of options. 

The list of world newspapers links is truly impressive. Sorted alphabetically, students can find online news from just about any country you can think of—often from multiple sources. 

It’s simple to narrow your search. On the results page, a smaller search box appears in the sidebar, allowing users to dig deeper into a topic. Underneath are links to all the results sorted by encyclopedia. Students can click on the choice that suits them best. An advanced search option allows students to get specific, adding some Boolean techniques into the mix. 
I’m a fan of how Grolier has added narration to their articles. Once the Read Aloud option is turned on in the top toolbar, students can click on the beginning of any sentence to hear it aloud. I like that users aren’t locked into hearing the entire article. The voice, though obviously computer generated, is easy to listen to. 
The interactive atlas is effective. The map opens in a pop-up window. Students can use a search box or click just about anywhere to find more information or zoom in on locations. Students can click on a city to learn its latitude and longitude, and even select two cities to determine the distance between them. Individual cities often link directly to their corresponding articles—a nice touch.
For Students, Teachers, and Librarians: Remote access is, of course, a major plus, and any kid with Web access can connect to this impressive resource. 

Schools with a focus on student reading levels will be pleased to know that each article comes complete with a Lexile reading score. Advanced search also includes the option to include a desired Lexile range. The Refine Results by Reading Level function was slightly confusing. When I clicked this button in the sidebar, I expected the results to be lined up in ascending order by Lexile level, but this was not the case. 
Brief rant. All this Lexile talk is well and good, but let’s be realistic—a student con-ducting a search needs to find facts. If the two relevant search results are written in a Lexile range that’s too high or too low, I don’t think they should be disregarded.
At the bottom of each article, Grolier has wisely added citation information in MLA, APA, and Chicago Manual of Style formats. It’s as easy as can be to cite your source—as it should be.
Grolier has an entire section dedicated to teachers and librarians with links to a size-able (and searchable) lesson plan archive. Each lesson ties in with a Grolier article. There are also links to upcoming Grolier training sessions, professional links to various teaching and curriculum sites, and printable resources including graphic organizers. Teachers can also access a list of every Go Tube video. It’s a modest collection, but it’s nice to view them in one location. 
In this age of standards and benchmarks, Grolier has added the ability to quickly see which standards an article corresponds to and also enables teachers to search content based on a particular standard. While these sorts of things are often more noteworthy in theory than practice, Grolier has made it easy for teachers to navigate. 

The teacher page also has a Featured Showcase, a small list of topics that have enhanced resources including large images, timelines, video, and audio. The showcases, covering topics such as the Great Depression and space exploration, will work well in tandem with an interactive whiteboard and bring an immersive learning experience that should engage students. Here’s hoping Grolier continues to add to this useful resource.
Verdict: The state of online encyclopedias is pretty good these days. All the big names have products that you can be proud to share with staff and students. The redesigned Grolier Online is another competitive entry with plenty to like. If you’re in the market for an online encyclopedia, Grolier Online should certainly be in the discussion.

—School Library Journal, January 2012 on Grolier Online
Grolier Online includes several subscription databases including general and specialized encyclopedias. The main screen features an easy-to-read layout highlighting a variety of exciting features like multimedia videos, interactive maps, news headlines, and newspapers from around the world. Searching over 120,000 articles in the database is easy and users can narrow their search. Fast facts, magazine articles, and Spanish language articles are available through color-coded tabs on the search results screen. Several attractive interfaces are available, age-appropriate for users from elementary school through adult. The product offers lesson plans, worksheets, and handouts aligned to state curriculum standards. Training webinars are available. The reference articles are well-written and typical of general reference sources, but the added multimedia and content are the strongest features. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, January/February 2012 on Grolier Online
The content from this comprehensive source of nonfiction for student research is driven from eight distinct databases with more than 120,000 articles, 340,000 web links, videos, maps, magazine articles, world newspapers, and more. Grolier Online offers interfaces for each grade level as well as for public libraries. In addition, Grolier Online has a support dashboard offering lesson plans, debate topics, video archives, teaching the news, and more. Grolier Online also offers training. As of September 2011, all Grolier Online articles include text-to-speech functionality.
—Booklist, November 1, 2011 on Grolier Online
GROLIER ONLINE

http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/grolier

Price: Pricing for Grolier Online is determined on a case-by-case basis, based on the number of databases desired and the student population. For a price quote, contact sales at (800) 387-1437.

Audience: Grolier Online was developed for grades 3 and up, with separate interfaces or portals for elementary, middle school, high school, and college students as well as teachers and librarians and adult public library users. 

Format: Grolier Online is an online, subscription encyclopedia with extensive online content. It incorporates articles, videos, vetted web links, international newspapers, clickable maps, and more. 
System Requirements: Grolier Online streaming video and animations require a T1 connection or higher and a Macromedia Flash Player 9 or higher (a free download is available at www.adobe.com).
PCs require a minimum of a Pentium II processor with 128MB of RAM with Windows 98, Windows 2000, or Windows XP operating system. Web browsers need to be IE 6.0 (7.0 for Windows XP) and Firefox 2.x or higher. A 15” or larger monitor with the resolution set at 1024x768 with 16-bit colors or higher selected is best. 
Macs require OS X or higher with browsers Safari 1.0 or higher and Firefox 2.x. A monitor with the same settings as a PC monitor is required. Both Macs and PCS require speakers or headsets to take full advantage of audio features.
Grolier Online has several other settings, port, bandwidth, etc. Part of the setup includes visiting a Browser Technical Check page that helps users check to see that each computer using Grolier Online is set up correctly. 
Description: Grolier Online is a re-engineered, redesigned version of this web-based, subscription with new content and digital research tools. It tailors content for each user with an enhanced search engine that enables access to articles, maps, and videos that are adjustable to various reading levels. 
Reviewer Comments: 
Installation: Installation is a matter of arranging subscriptions and being sure that all computers are equipped with proper supporting programs and settings. Installation Rating: A
Content/Features: The new Grolier Online offers access to a few or to all, depending on the subscriber’s preference, of eight databases, three general reference encyclopedias, four specialty encyclopedias, and one Spanish-language encyclopedia. The large collection of multimedia content is updated daily by a team of editors. 
The new Grolier Online has an updated collection of more than 120,000 articles arranged by reading level, which are aligned to national and state standards. The search engine enables searching for articles by Lexile or reading level. Editors have vetted the more than 340,000 web links. 
It includes a database of more than 1,100 newspapers in 73 languages, representing 195 countries. More than 1,200 clickable maps are linked to in-depth articles. Grolier Online also has a collection of debate questions and current event topics.  
All in all, Grolier Online is an outstanding collection of carefully developed resources for student research. Content/Features Rating: A
Ease of Use: This site is easy to use, with clear instructions and intuitive navigation. However, students, especially younger ones, will need help and instruction to take full advantage. Ease of Use Rating: A
Product Support: Technical support can be contacted at (888) 326-6546 or through an online contact form. Also, GO University, a series of internet-based monthly training sessions, is available free to new and existing subscribers. Product Support Rating: A
Recommendation: Grolier Online is a wonderful online resource with a number of exciting features. I highly recommend it for use in all K-12, college, and public libraries at the least. Availability in school computer labs would be useful as well. Recommended.
Report Card:
Installation    A

Content/Features   A
Ease of Use   A
Product Support   A
—Internet@Schools, November/December 2011 on Grolier Online
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A True Book
At first glance this slim entry in the True Book: Experiments series appears designed for younger children, but the information goes deeper than you might expect. In just four short chapters with glossy pages and plentiful color photographs, the author breaks down some fairly complicated concepts and takes readers through laws governing motion and scientific investigation, including how scientists create hypotheses and research questions. Multiethnic upper elementary children demonstrate experiments using readily available

everyday materials, while the text gives clear explanations. Children and adults can then follow the step-by-step directions to replicate the experiments. Meanwhile, fact-based interludes (such as Isaac Newton’s experimentation with the laws of motion) come alive through bright illustrations on snazzily designed pages. Back matter includes statistics, further resources, a glossary with pronunciations, an index, and more.

—Booklist, December 1, 2011 on Experiments With Motion (A True Book—Experiments)

This series provides experiments students can perform on some of the more popular science topics. Each book provides background information and includes easy experiments for students. The books have photos of students completing the experiments, with pictures of the materials used. Add these to an elementary school library or classroom collection where supplemental information is needed. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, January/February 2012 on Experiments With Electricity, Experiments With Magnets, Experiments With Motion, Experiments With Plants, Experiments With Rocks and Minerals, and Experiments With Solids, Liquids, and Gases (A True Book—Experiments)

The thoughtfully designed but somewhat splashy format of the reliably high-caliber A True Book series seems just a tab glib for the deadly seriousness of the topics in this continuing Disasters subset. The information, however, is right on target: concise, accurate, and thorough. The Haitian Earthquake of 2010 and Hurricane Katrina both cover specific events and are as much about the aftermath and difficult roads to recovery as the disasters themselves. The photographs in both are especially effective at putting a human face on large-scale devastation. Nuclear Meltdowns and Pandemics are more broadly focused, though no less informative. The former follows a quick survey of how nuclear power plants work with three accounts of how they failed in Three Mile Island, Chernobyl, and Japan. Pandemics has no shortage of topics, covering smallpox, cholera, plague, influenza, and HIV/AIDS in rapid-fire fashion. All of the books come outfitted with a final tally of sobering statistics, additional print and web resources, a list of places to visit, and a glossary.  

Also recommended from this series: 

September 11 Then and Now  

—Booklist, November 15, 2011 on The Haitian Earthquake of 2010, Hurricane Katrina, Nuclear Meltdowns, and Pandemics (A True Book—Disasters)
Benoit provides unbiased information that is on target for the intended audience. The main texts flow nicely and encourage the books to be read continuously, not piecemeal like research texts. A lot of the facts are given in comparison to other events, these disasters easier to comprehend. However, the inclusion of the metric measurements in parentheses is sometimes distracting, particularly in Krakatau Eruption. The true/false questions at the beginning of the books help guide readers into the topic. The photographs and reproductions enhance the texts. In Oil Spill, the photos are realistic and well chosen to show that current events can be examined as critically as historical events. In Titanic Disaster, the sequence depicting the ship breaking explicitly shows how a 66,000-ton vessel could just snap in half. Captions provide extra detail, and the inclusion of arrows helps readers decode them and see the relationship between the main text and images. Well-conceived books worthy of purchase. 
—School Library Journal, November 2011 on The BP Oil Spill, The Hindenburg Disaster, The Krakatau Eruption, and The Titanic Disaster (A True Book—Disasters)

Each book in this compact series covers background and historical information, facts and details, and the effects of the featured disaster. A helpful graphic timeline of the events is included. Peter Benoit’s simple, direct writing is accompanied by numerous captioned color photographs, maps, diagrams, and illustrations. Each book concludes with a list of statistics about the disaster, answers to questions posed earlier, and an extensive resources page including organizations, websites, and places to visit. The series’ presentation and tone imply solid investigative reporting, pertinent facts are presented along with information about questions that still remain. Students doing research will find these books useful, and those curious or intrigued by the disasters will find them informative and fascinating. Glossary. Index. Recommended
— Library Media Connection, March/April 2012 on The BP Oil Spill, The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill, The Hindenburg Disaster, The Krakatau Eruption, and The Titanic Disaster (A True Book—Disasters)

If your library needs information about the original colonies, this series will charm you. Readers are hooked on the very first page, challenged to determine which of two statements is true. All titles contain True Statistics about each colony, as well as Other Resources which include book titles, organizations, websites, and places to visit. Some of the illustrations are photographs of familiar early American paintings and are used multiple times throughout the series. There is some repetition of text, but that is not unexpected as many of the colonies faced the same issues. The writing is easy to read, the layout is pleasing, and there is a wealth of information. The series is a solid choice. Glossary. Index. Recommended
— Library Media Connection, March/April 2012 on The Connecticut Colony, The Delaware Colony, The Georgia Colony, The Maryland Colony, The Massachusetts Colony, The New Hampshire Colony, The New Jersey Colony, The New York Colony, The North Carolina Colony, The Pennsylvania Colony, The Rhode Island Colony, The South Carolina Colony, and The Virginia Colony (A True Book—The Thirteen Colonies)
This series provides information on some of the more popular science topics. Each book provides background information on the topic with photographs that students can easily understand and relate to and a clear explanation of each. This series would be a good addition to an elementary school library or classroom collection for supplemental information. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
— Library Media Connection, March/April 2012 on Electricity, The Elements, Energy, Friction, Gravity, and Simple Machines (A True Book—Physical Science)
These attractive volumes will grab children's attention from the get-go. Eye-catching covers feature dramatic demonstrations of the topics, be it an image of upside-down skydivers plummeting through the clouds in Gravity or a child with his hair sticking straight up in Electricity. Each book opens with a challenge to "Find the Truth!": "Everything you are about to read is true except for one of the sentences on this page," and then encourages readers to find out which statement is false by reading on. What follow are four or five well-organized, clearly written chapters explaining the nature of the subject, the history of its discovery, and how it impacts our lives. Every title concludes with a page of statistics and resources, such as organizations and places to visit. Excellent choices for both reports and general interest.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2011 on Electricity, The Elements, Energy, Friction, Gravity, and Simple Machines (A True Book—Physical Science)
Each book begins with a "Find the Truth" page that presents two true/false questions that will be answered within the text. The first chapter includes an informative map that shows the featured tribe's origins and historic and current locations. Subsequent sections describe how the people lived before and after contact with white settlers, conflicts with the American government and resettlement on reservations, food, organization and customs, and current status. A final "True Statistics" page, which also answers the true/false statements, completes each book. An attractive combination of large, colorful illustrations and photos supplement the texts. Although coverage is largely standard for books about Native Americans, the interesting format and visual appeal of these titles will make them popular with elementary readers.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2011 on The Cheyenne, The Comanche, The Inuit, The Navajo, The Pueblo, The Sioux, The Ute, The Wampanoag, The Zuni, The Iroquois, The Timucua, and The Apache (A True Book— American Indians)
Every title opens with a "Find the Truth!" page that asks readers to determine whether two statements are true or false by the book's end. Brief chapters cover the profiled colony's precolonial indigenous peoples, European exploration and settlement, economy and daily life, Revolutionary experience, and eventual statehood. Sidebars profile important personalities and signers of the Declaration of Independence. Detailed maps, captioned period images, and "True Statistics" pages enhance the texts. Although there are many extant sets on the 13 colonies, Cunningham's clear writing and the attractive layouts will draw browsers and aid report writers, making these books good choices for elementary collections.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2011 on The Connecticut Colony, The Delaware Colony, The Georgia Colony, The Maryland Colony, The Massachusetts Colony, The New Hampshire Colony, The New Jersey Colony, The New York Colony, The North Carolina Colony, The Pennsylvania Colony, The Rhode Island Colony, The South Carolina Colony, and The Virginia Colony (A True Book—The Thirteen Colonies)
This series’ author brings his writing talent to this science-related topic. Each book begins with an engaging true/false question which sets the stage for the reader to read for specific information. There are engaging photographs throughout, and many are supported with equally engaging facts. Students will use these books for information or an exploration of the world around them. The photographs are so vivid and detailed that even emergent readers will learn from these books. A teacher could use this series to stimulate further interest and extend learning or with older students in a research assignment. There are many quick facts listed throughout to keep readers engaged and soaking up information. Purchase this series as recreational reading as well as to support the classroom curriculum. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
— Library Media Connection, January/February 2012 on Climate Change, Deserts, Oceans, Temperate Forests, Tropical Rain Forests, Tundra, and Wetlands (A True Book—Ecosystems)

Rookie Ready to Learn en español
Written by different authors and illustrated by various artists, these titles focus on numerous topics: “I Can,” “Everything About Me,” “Numbers and Shapes,” and “Animals.” Each book tells a stand-alone story. In Matthias’s Demasiados globlos, a child visiting the zoo purchases a cumulative number of balloons for different animals. Pearson’s Puedo hacer de todo tells about a child who has many skills, such as piloting an airplane or traveling through space. The style of the art varies, but it accurately depicts the action and is appealing. The books are well written, using simple language suitable for emerging readers. Welcome additions to most collections. 

—School Library Journal, January 2012 on En mi patio (In My Backyard), La mariquita Lara (Lara Ladybug), Demasiados globos (Too Many Balloons), Puedo hacer de todo (I Can Do It All), ¡Zas! (Splat!), Necesito una ayudita (I Need a Little Help), Pablo el lanzador (Paul the Pitcher), and Un círculo en el cielo (A Circle in the Sky) 
Cornerstones of Freedom, Third Series
Divided into four or five chapters, each colorful, attractive volume includes an introduction titled “Setting the Scene,” short biographical profiles of key individuals, a living-history page that directs readers to pertinent websites that provide primary-source materials, and a section that traces each subject’s legacy. Appomattox sketches the events of the Battle of the Wilderness and the capture of Richmond as well as the meeting between Grant and Lee on April 9, 1865. Gettysburg recounts events of the battle, military commanders including Generals Lee and Meade, and Lincoln’s address at the battlefield. Underground Railroad explains how the system worked, the journey, and important people who guided slaves such as Harriet Tubman and Levi and Catherine White Coffin of Indiana, who helped about 2,000 slaves reach freedom. Each volume is richly illustrated with historical reproductions. The books can be utilized for reports, for general reading, and as springboards to more in-depth research. 

—School Library Journal, January 2012 on The Surrender at Appomattox, Gettysburg, and The Underground Railroad 
Torque

These new books in the Unexplained series provide just enough of a thrill to tantalize conspiracy-minded readers. Although the books heighten the sense of mystery by refusing to rule out even farfetched theories (for which they dutifully note there is “no proof”), the authors generally balance such claims with a healthy dose of factual material. In Area 51, Martin veers between discussing the aircraft tested in the area and subjective ideas about subjects such as aliens. Westphal brings a sense of history to The Mummy’s Curse, from the opening scene of entering King Tut’s tomb to the discussion of ancient Egyptian culture. Sea Monsters is the least focused volume, as Schach addresses monsters ranging from the Caribbean Lusca to mermaids, but he regains his footing in the discussion of possible scientific explanations for monster sightings. In Stonehenge, McDaniel focuses not only on the range of fanciful and probable purposes of the structure but also on the details of its construction. A combination of photographs and illustrations keeps the pages visually engaging, and the books’ back matter includes a one-page glossary, which defines boldface words in the text; one page of resources, “To Learn More,” including several books and instructions on how to do a guided web search; and a one-page index. 
—Booklist, December 15, 2011 on Area 51, The Mummy’s Curse, Sea Monsters, and Stonehenge (Torque: The Unexplained)

These fact-filled easy readers focus on history’s greatest warriors, from silent ninja assassins to battle-driven knights. Children will learn about the methods, weapons, and discipline of each group. They will also see why, regardless of their skill tactics, these warriors vanished from the world. Samurai includes the Bushido Code of Honor, Ninja provides information on several different kinds of roles that these people played during missions, and Zulu offers readers the chance to view a battle-tactic plan. Informative and decorative images fill every page while the texts provide contrast to keep readers’ interest. Key concepts are set in bold print with an accompanying glossary. These books are not as in-depth as the “Versus” series (Kingfisher), but they will pull reluctant readers into historical non-fiction. They are also useful for children wanting books with short, fact-filled information.
—School Library Journal, January 2012 on Samurai, Ninja, and Zulu Warriors (History’s Greatest Warriors)
Mythlopedia
These A-to-Z guides to the denizens of Mount Olympus deftly sum up each figure’s origins, career highlights, and associated myths. Humorous monologues, full-color reproductions of artworks (often amusingly decorated with modern-day bling), and cheeky cartoons add to the lighthearted tone.
—School Library Journal (Spotlight on Mythology), November 2011 Oh My Gods!, She’s All That!, What a Beast!, and All in the Family 

School Library Journal
September 2011

Article: Focus on Westward Expansion: California Bound
Domnauer covers the entire American frontier period in this introduction, focusing on the diversity of the groups and individuals who ventured across the continent and the changes they brought to Native peoples. Large, captioned illustrations, interesting factoids, and a “True Statistics” summary page are included. 
—Westward Expansion (A True Book—Westward Expansion)

With an appealing and readable layout and colorful, captioned photographs and maps, this introductory overview describes why and how these missions were established, their patterns of work and worship, and their devastating effects on Indian culture. Readers also learn about surviving missions and how they influenced California culture and agriculture. 

—The Spanish Missions of California (A True Book—Spanish Missions)
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